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Oakridge Community Primary School — SEND
Information for Parents and Carers

Welcome

At Oakridge, we welcome all children. This guide is for parents and carers of children with
Special Educational Needs or Disabilities (SEND), and for anyone supporting a child with
additional needs. It explains the support your child can expect at our school.

What Are Special Educational Needs (SEND)?

A child has SEND if they need extra help or support that goes beyond what's normally
offered in the classroom. This might be due to things like:

e Communication and interaction difficulties

¢ Learning and thinking (cognition) challenges
¢ Emotional, social or mental health needs

e Sensory or physical difficulties

How Do We Support Parents and Children with SEND?

We work closely with you and your child to make sure they get the best support. Here’s what
we offer:

e Both you and your child will be involved in their learning and decisions about their
support.

o We'll regularly review how your child is doing.

e Homework can be adapted to suit their needs.

e We'll keep in touch through home/school communication systems if needed.

e We use different teaching methods and tools — including iPads for all children.

e We may also use advice from external experts (like speech therapists or educational
psychologists).

e Gaps in your child’s learning will be identified and supported.

You're always welcome to talk to your child’'s teacher or Mr. Russell (our Headteacher and
SENCO) about progress or any worries.

Who to Talk to About SEND Support

Class Teachers
They’re responsible for:

e Teaching all children, including those with SEND.
e Planning extra support if needed.



e Using strategies, tools, and help from others to support your child.

SENCO
He’s in charge of:

e Coordinating all SEND support.

e Keeping you involved and informed.

e Working with outside professionals.

e Making sure staff are trained to support your child well.

Headteacher

e Oversees everything in the school, including SEND.
e Makes sure staff get training and governors are kept informed.

SEND Governor

e Checks that the school meets its responsibilities for children with SEND.

What Support Is Available for Children with SEND?

Our whole school provision maps (found here) outline our approaches for different needs
and barriers to learning but are summarised here:

1. Quality First Teaching (in class)

e Teachers have high expectations for all children.
e Lessons are adapted to build on what your child can already do.

2. Group Support

e Small group sessions for extra help with learning.
e Led by trained staff.

3. Specialist Support from Outside Agencies

e If more help is needed, we might involve:
o Speech and Language Therapists
o Educational Psychologists
o Other Local Authority professionals

You'll always be involved in the process and give permission before referrals are made.

4. Individual Support and EHCPs

e |f your child needs a high level of support, we might apply for an Education, Health
and Care Plan (EHCP).

e This is a legal document that sets out what support your child needs and how it will
be provided.



How Do We Monitor SEND Support?

e We use Individual Education Plans (IEPs) for consistency.
e Regular checks include:
o Tracking progress
o Feedback from staff, parents and pupils
o Reviewing our SEND policy yearly
e Senior staff and governors are involved in overseeing SEND provision.

What If | Have Concerns About My Child?

First, talk to the class teacher.

If you're still worried, you can speak to Mr. Russell (SENCO/Head).

If you need to, you can contact the SEND Governor.

We aim to work together to resolve any concerns quickly and supportively.

How Will the School Let Me Know If They’re Concerned?

e Welll invite you to a meeting to talk through any issues.
o Welll listen to your views and work together to create a support plan.
e If needed, we may suggest involving a specialist.

How Is SEND Funding and Support Allocated?

e The school budget includes money for SEND.
e We look at the needs of all children and decide where support is most needed.
e Support and training are reviewed regularly to make sure it's effective.

Staff Training and Expertise

e All staff receive regular training in supporting children with additional needs,
including:
o Autism
o Speech and Language
o Emotional and social needs
e We also use training from trusted sources like the National Association for Special
Educational Needs.
e Staff have access to additional support and resources when needed.



How Is Learning Adapted for My Child?

Lessons are planned with all learners in mind.

Support staff help where needed.

Special resources or teaching methods are used to match your child’s needs.
If needed, your child might have a more personalised learning programme.

How Do We Track Your Child’s Progress?

e Regular assessments and parents’ evenings.
e Termly reviews for children with IEPs or EHCPs.
e SENCO keeps an overview of each child’s progress.

Who Else Supports Children with SEND?

We work with a wide range of services, including:

e Speech and Language Therapy

e Occupational Therapy

e Educational Psychologists

e Health professionals from the local NHS Trust

e Specialist SEND advisors from the Local Authority

e SENDIASS - an impartial service for parents of children with SEND.
Visit their website or call 01069 536923.

Accessibility at Oakridge Primary

e Our school is physically accessible to all children. Read our accessibility report for
more information.

o We use specialist equipment as needed.

e Trips and clubs are open to everyone — extra support is available where needed.

e We work with external services to ensure full inclusion.

Helping Your Child With Transitions
We support children with SEND during big changes like:
Starting at Oakridge

e We work with your child’s previous school or nursery.
e We meet with you to plan their transition.

Moving to a new school

e We share all important information with the new school.



e Extra visits and meetings are arranged if needed.
Have Questions or Want to Talk?

We're here to help. If you have any questions or want to talk through anything in this guide,
you can contact us through the school office or email the SENCO at:

@ admin.Qakridge@yeat.co.uk
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